Making Memories Week 3 – Lasting Memories 

Series Big Idea: This series will challenge us to take a big picture view on what truly matters: our most important relationships. 

Message Big Idea: Everyone leaves a legacy. The question is, what type of legacy do you want to leave?

Scripture: 2 Timothy 4:6-7

Note: Prop needed – Child’s bow and arrow set.
_____________________

Introduction: Keepsakes
Does anyone have, somewhere at home, a keepsake from a loved one or a mentor? Something that was handed down to you that carries a lot of meaning? It could be anything, big or small, an object you deeply cherish. 

For example, I have this mug from my great-grandma that I’ve always loved. Before she passed, she gave all of her grandchildren one of these mugs, and it’s always held so much meaning for me. At first glance, this mug wouldn’t catch anyone’s eye. In fact, it’s a pretty weird mug now that I’m looking at it. But for me, it’s one of the most valuable items in my entire home.

Keepsakes are valuable, not because we could get a bunch of money for them, but because they represent meaningful relationships in our lives. They’re priceless because of what they embody, what they represent. 

Which is actually a little crazy if you think about it. 

Can you imagine someone from right now in your life holding on to something years from now simply because it was yours or something you gave to them?

· A weird mug. 
· An old baseball mitt.
· An obviously unplayed Nickelback CD.

The truth is, the people you invest in now will want to hold on to something from you in the future because for them it will be tied to a lasting memory – a lasting memory of your relationship. 

Series Recap
Today we’re in week three of our series, “Making Memories” – a series all about being intentional with the memories we’re creating. Today we’re talking about “Lasting Memories” which has to do with the idea of legacy. The question we’re asking today is this:

What kind of legacy do you want to leave?

Here’s the reality – we’re all leaving a legacy, every single one of us. That part isn’t optional. The question is what kind of legacy do you want to leave? I believe how we answer that question has massive implications, ones that will have a ripple effect well beyond our own lives. Yet we often don’t realize that right now, today, we’re working on the very legacy we are going to leave. 

Now, those who may be keenly aware of the legacy they’re leaving are the men and women who were just on this stage dedicating their children. New parents tend to feel the full weight of the fact that they’re leaving a legacy – a feeling that is both inspiring and intimidating. Sometimes even terrifying. 

But leaving a legacy isn’t simply for those who were on stage – it’s for all of us. Together, every one of us in this room just agreed to walk with these families on this journey, to help nurture their children, to invest in this next generation. We are a part of this legacy building with them, and that’s what God intended. We aren’t built for isolation. We were never wired to function as silos. We are the family of God and each and every one of us is on this road together.

So, what kind of legacy are we leaving for those coming after us? What kind of lasting memories are we making with the kids and students in our lives? 

Stuck in the Now 
For most of us, we don’t live cognizant of the fact that day by day, right now, we’re actually building the legacies we’ll be leaving. It’s a difficult thing to keep in the forefront of our minds that the time we invest or don’t invest, the resources we use or don’t use, the energy we give or don’t give will determine the legacies we leave. 

Now, I’m not just talking about what people think about you…about your reputation. In fact, I think it’s worth briefly noting the difference between reputation and legacy. (Comparison chart with “Reputation” and “Legacy” headings)

· Your reputation is Who you are thought to be; your legacy is Who you actually are.
· Your reputation is What you have when you come to a new community; your legacy is What you leave behind when you go.
· A reputation can be Made in a moment; a legacy is Built in a lifetime.

A legacy is built in a lifetime. So, what are we building with our lives? What legacies are we working to leave?

I think political commentator Robert Reich put it brilliantly when he said: 

"The central paradox of our time is that most of us are earning more money and living better in material terms than (our parents) did a quarter century ago… Yet by most measures we’re working longer and more frantically than before, and the time and energy left for our non-working lives are evaporating. The new economy we are living in brings enormous benefits in terms of wealth… innovation… new chances and choices. But our absorption in keeping up with it all is leading to the erosion of our families, the fragmenting of our communities, and the challenge of keeping our own integrity intact. We are in danger of losing the crucial distinction between ‘making a living and making a life.’" - Robert Reich

Does that resonate with anyone this morning? I know it hits me square between the eyes. I often feel that absorption in keeping up – the frantic work pace. The problem for a lot of us is that our face is too close to the canvas of our everyday lives– we’re stuck in the now. But I’m with Robert – I don’t want to simply make a living, I want to make a life. 

There is a philosopher from the late 1800’s that put it best:

"The great use of life is to spend it for something that will outlast it." – William James

(Repeat quote) 

Can you feel that? That’s the feeling of an entire room, deep down in our hearts, agreeing. Amidst all the noise, appointments, challenges, and joys – we know that is what we want. To spend our lives for something that will have impact far beyond our time here on Earth. 

Word: 2 Timothy 4:6-7
One person in the Bible who was aware of the importance of their legacy was the Apostle Paul. He spent an immeasurable amount of time and energy investing in the lives of others so their impact would outlast his own life. The letters he wrote to Christ-followers that make up most of our New Testament show his deep desire to leave a legacy. 

For example, writing to his apprentice, Timothy, Paul says:

“For I am already being poured out like a drink offering, and the time for my departure is near. I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith.” -2 Timothy 4:6-7

At this point, Paul had spent a lot of time investing in Timothy’s life, and their relationship resembled a type of “spiritual” father-son bond. 2 Timothy is sort of like Paul’s “Last Will and Testament.” He’s nearing the end of his life, so he’s making sure he gets all the important stuff out on the table. Can you imagine trying to do that? It has got to be unbelievably difficult to sum up a lifetime of being on mission in just a few sentences, but this is essentially what Paul does. Knowing the end for him is near, Paul is taking a look over his shoulder at the life he lived. He’s thinking about his legacy and he wants to make sure Timothy carries on that legacy and doesn’t let up. 

So, with that in mind - how do you think Paul views himself? What clues do these two short verses give us into understanding Paul’s legacy? The key, I believe – is in verse six: 

“For I am already being poured out like a drink offering.” –2 Timothy 4:6

I think that is massively significant. At the end of his life, after all is said and done, Paul sees himself as being Poured out for others.

The language Paul is using here is a lot deeper than simply, “I’m spending my time doing this thing.” He sees this pouring out as a way of giving himself fully to something beyond himself. Paul is using this language to convey that he sees the purpose of his own life as being used for the mission of Jesus. As Paul’s death draws near, he knows the mission could ultimately cost him his life – and not in a metaphoric sense. The countless days spent bringing the message of Jesus to as many people as possible would almost certainly bring about his eventual death. 

So I have to ask - do we feel that same way about our legacy? Do we see it, not as a building of our own brand or kingdom, but a pouring out of ourselves? What would it look like for us to “pour out” our lives when it comes to:

· Our time?
· Our gifts?
· Our resources?

Paul also saw his life as existing for the sake of others. 

Let’s read verse seven one more time:

“I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith.” -2 Timothy 4:7

Paul had been to a lot of places, taught a lot of people, and accomplished a lot for Jesus and his mission. So we might think that these few verses read as a list of accomplishments, sort of like Paul’s highlight reel for his life.

And while it is true that Paul here is using athletic imagery, he’s not painting a picture of himself standing on top of the podium wearing a gold medal. He’s not letting everyone know who’s on top. No, for Paul it wasn’t about winning the race. It was about finishing the race. 

If you want to leave a legacy, you have to finish the race. Paul never says anything about winning the race because ultimately it’s not about that. It’s about staying the course. And staying the course has everything do with faithfulness. A legacy is built on the foundation of faithfulness.

Think about it this way. Have you ever had a situation in your life where you wanted to quit the race but didn’t?

· A job wasn’t going the way you thought it would.
· A relationship wasn’t panning out like you would have hoped.
· A goal you set for yourself seemed too difficult.

It’s in those type of situations that faithfulness is forged. When we get to the end of our lives, we will almost certainly look back and recall a lot of challenging times where we could have easily thrown in the towel. But we have to finish the race.

Like Paul, God is calling us to build a legacy of faithfulness. That’s what Paul is trying to instill in Timothy. You see, what matters is…

· Not success.
· Not status.
· Not some number of Facebook likes.

No, Paul is saying to Timothy, “Be someone who can look back on your life and know you were faithful.”

Several months ago the great preacher Billy Graham died at the age of 99. His entire adult life was one of faithfulness, and he certainly left a legacy in the lives of millions of people. He said this about legacy:

"The greatest legacy one can pass on to one's children and grandchildren is not money or other material things accumulated in one's life, but rather a legacy of character and faith." – Billy Graham 

What would it take for us to be people who leave a legacy of faithfulness? Where do we even start?

How Do We Leave a Legacy of Faithfulness? 
I think a little archery lesson can help here (grab children’s bow and arrow). What I’ve got here in my hand is a bow and arrow. Don’t worry, our Security Team has already told me repeatedly that I can’t shoot it. But a few months ago I was curious as to the mechanics of shooting a bow and arrow, and discovered it’s actually quite simple and can be explained in two steps: Aim and Release. 

First, you need to Aim. (TP demonstrates an “aim”) You take one of the arrows and aim it at the target. A legacy of faithfulness begins by setting the aim for the next generation.

We aim at Being faithful to God.

God created us and knows us best. He designed life to work best when it’s centered on Him. He wants to be number one in our lives, and our faithfulness to him is about a relationship with him. This relationship begins by turning from our old life to live a new life in Christ. The relationship grows as we gather regularly with other Christ-followers to celebrate God, as we read the Bible regularly to hear from God, and as we communicate consistently with God through prayer. We set our aim at being faithful to our relationship with God.

A legacy of faithfulness also means we aim at (add) Being faithful to others.

We were created for relationship with others. The life God has for us is meant to be lived out in the context of community. Faithfulness to others means we’re committed to the hard work of building relationships. It means we go through the highs and lows together. We don’t bail on one another when things get hard, and we don’t think we don’t need one another when things are great. 

And, a legacy of faithfulness means seeing our aim on (add) Being faithful to the mission.

God gifts every one of us to carry out the mission of helping people find their way back to God. It isn’t always easy, and there will be times in our faith journey where we want to quit, but we have to remember that the mission involves being “poured out” for the sake of others. 

Do these three things sound familiar? That’s because they are! They are the 3C’s we talk about often here at COMMUNITY – Celebrate, Connect, and Contribute.

A legacy of faithfulness begins by setting the aim at being faithful to God, each other, and the mission. But we don’t just aim ourselves at the target; we help aim the next generation there too.

(Aim and Release) (Bow & Arrows) Understand, leaving a legacy is about the next generation. Each of these arrows has a name. We do everything we can to aim the arrows in the right direction, and then we Release. We let the arrows fly.

Like Paul with Timothy, we can leave a legacy by aiming at a life of faithfulness and helping the next generation live a life of faithfulness as well.
  

Here at COMMUNITY, so many people live this out by investing not just in their own children, but in the kids in Kids’ City and the students in StuCo. I want you to hear the story of one of those people. Her name is Marianne Miller.

Video: Marianne Miller

Challenge: 3C Next Step 
As we think about leaving lasting memories, I want to challenge you in two ways today – to aim and release. 

When it comes to aiming, I want to challenge you to model a life of faithfulness for the next generation by living out the 3C’s…by being a growing 3C Christ-follower. 

· Celebrate – Set your aim at growing in your relationship with God. Perhaps you need to commit to attending Celebration Services faithfully every week or begin a practice of hearing from God every day through a Bible reading plan.
· (add) Connect – Set your aim at growing in your relationship with other Christ-followers. Maybe it’s time for you to step up and join a group. Maybe it’s time to start being more vulnerable with the people in your group?
· (add) Contribute – And, set your aim at growing in your relationship with the world. How can you use your time, talent, and treasures to further the Jesus mission?

If you remember, we invited everyone at Community to take the 3C Spiritual Growth Assessment back in January and set some goals for your next steps in the 3C’s. Maybe it’s time to revisit your growth plan or take the assessment for the first time? All of us can aim at a life of faithfulness by growing as a 3C Christ-follower.

But I also want to challenge you to think about who you are releasing. Who are your “arrows?” Who are you investing in and then releasing to carry a legacy of faithfulness forward?

(Kids’ City & StuCo logos) Specifically today, I want to challenge you to consider making lasting memories with the kids and students here at COMMUNITY by investing in their lives through Kids’ City or StuCo. Every week hundreds of people invest in the lives of the next generation by contributing in these vital ministries. If you’ve never known what it’s like to help a child learn about Jesus or be a part of a student’s decision to get baptized, maybe it’s time for you to check out these opportunities to invest in the next generation.

If you want to learn more about contributing in Kids’ City or StuCo, go to the Community App on your phone, click on the “Contribute” button, and fill out the form and someone will be in contact with you. Or, you can fill out the Communication Card in your program, indicate you’d like more information about Kids’ City or StuCo, and drop this in the offering bucket or bring it to the Next Steps table.

Aim and release. Aim and release. We can build a legacy of faithfulness as we learn to aim and release.

Conclusion

We want to leave a legacy of faithfulness, but we’re also carrying a legacy with us…the legacy of Jesus. His legacy lives on in our lives. His faithfulness to God, to others, and to the mission are the reason we’re here today. So together, let’s carry the legacy of Jesus forward in our families, neighborhoods, and workplaces. This is the legacy that really matters. It’s the legacy that will last forever.

[bookmark: _GoBack]
Communion Idea

When it comes to leaving a legacy, Jesus left no doubt as to what kind of legacy he would leave. With his life, death, and resurrection, Jesus cemented his legacy as the Son of God who came to rescue us and give us life. 

“This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us. And we ought to lay down our lives for our brothers and sisters.” -1 John 3:16 (NIV)

Our legacy as a follower of Jesus lives forever because of his sacrifice for us. Ushers, please come forward. 
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