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Turn the Page (Wks 9 -11)

SERIES OVERVIEW
 “turn-the-page” 
1. (verb) To proceed to the next page in a book.
2. [bookmark: _GoBack](idiom) To move on to new activities or involvements; to make a fresh start.

In this series we’ll challenge people to move forward in their spiritual journey by challenging them to:

1. Engage with Scripture - We know that regularly reflecting on Scripture is the most catalytic practice for spiritual growth no matter where a person is in their spiritual journey. During this series, we’ll start at the beginning of the Bible and encourage everyone to “turn the page” with us as we move through a big picture view of the story of the Bible. Each week through a creative element, we’ll provide an overview of a particular section of the Bible. We’ll also provide an expanded “Turn the Page” Bible Reading Resource (including extra material and reflection questions that lead people through the story of the Bible). The goal is to help people gain clarity and confidence in their understanding of the Biblical narrative so they feel greater confidence engaging Scripture on their own.
2. Make a Fresh Start - Each week we’ll focus on a particular Biblical character that is representative of the section of Biblical history he or she represents. We’ll learn something about what that person experienced in an area of their spiritual journey and challenge one another to “turn the page” in that area of our lives, allowing God to give us a fresh start.



WEEK 9 | DECEMBER 16 | FROM APPREHENSION TO ANTICIPATION
Scripture: Luke 1:26-38, Luke 1:46-55, Hebrews 1:1-2, John 1:1-3, John 1:14, John 7:37-46

MESSAGE BIG IDEA
Turn the page by allowing the words of Jesus to transform my life.

BIBLE OVERVIEW: THE GOSPELS

KEY CHRISTMAS STORY: MARY

26 In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a town in Galilee, 27 to a virgin pledged to be married to a man named Joseph, a descendant of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 28 The angel went to her and said, “Greetings, you who are highly favored! The Lord is with you.” 29 Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of greeting this might be. 30 But the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary; you have found favor with God. 31 You will conceive and give birth to a son, and you are to call him Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne of his father David, 33 and he will reign over Jacob’s descendants forever; his kingdom will never end.” 34 “How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I am a virgin?” 35 The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come on you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be called the Son of God. 36 Even Elizabeth your relative is going to have a child in her old age, and she who was said to be unable to conceive is in her sixth month. 37 For no word from God will ever fail.”
38 “I am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered. “May your word to me be fulfilled.” Then the angel left her. -Luke 1:26-38

46 And Mary said: “My soul glorifies the Lord 47  and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 48 for he has been mindful of the humble state of his servant. From now on all generations will call me blessed, 49  for the Mighty One has done great things for me—
holy is his name. 50 His mercy extends to those who fear him,  from generation to generation. 51 He has performed mighty deeds with his arm; he has scattered those who are proud in their inmost thoughts. 52 He has brought down rulers from their thrones but has lifted up the humble. 53 He has filled the hungry with good things but has sent the rich away empty. 54 He has helped his servant Israel, remembering to be merciful 55 to Abraham and his descendants forever, just as he promised our ancestors.” -Luke 1:46-55

In the past God spoke to our ancestors through the prophets at many times and in various ways, 2 but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son,whom he appointed heir of all things, and through whom also he made the universe. -Hebrews 1:1-2

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was with God in the beginning. 3 Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made. John 1:1-3

The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth. -John 1:14

37 On the last and greatest day of the festival, Jesus stood and said in a loud voice, “Let anyone who is thirsty come to me and drink. 38 Whoever believes in me, as Scripture has said, rivers of living water will flow from within them.” 39 By this he meant the Spirit, whom those who believed in him were later to receive. Up to that time the Spirit had not been given, since Jesus had not yet been glorified. 40 On hearing his words, some of the people said, “Surely this man is the Prophet.” 41 Others said, “He is the Messiah.”
Still others asked, “How can the Messiah come from Galilee? 42 Does not Scripture say that the Messiah will come from David’s descendants and from Bethlehem, the town where David lived?” 43 Thus the people were divided because of Jesus. 44 Some wanted to seize him, but no one laid a hand on him. 45 Finally the temple guards went back to the chief priests and the Pharisees, who asked them, “Why didn’t you bring him in?” 46 “No one ever spoke the way this man does,” the guards replied. -John 7:37-46

MESSAGE DESCRIPTION
The angel visits Mary and at first she is greatly troubled. The word she was about to receive from God would have made anyone in her situation apprehensive. But the angel assures her that she has found favor with God and he is planning to do a great and wondrous thing through her. This word from God is going to transform her life.

An often overlooked verse from this encounter between Mary and the angel: “For no word from God will ever fail.” (Luke 1:37) What God has said can be fully trusted.

As Mary ponders the word she has received, her apprehension turns to excited anticipation. The troubled young woman we first meet in verse 29 is now rejoicing in verses 46-55.

“The word of God” is an important concept all throughout Scripture. The world was created by his word (Genesis 1:3). In the Old Testament, God’s word was given to his people through the prophets at many times and in various ways (Hebrews 1:1). And in the New Testament, God gave his word through his Son, Jesus (Hebrews 1:2).

Jesus story starts with a word from God to Mary, and his whole life was a Word from God (John 1:14). 

One of the things that drew people to Jesus was the uniqueness and power of his words. His teachings were so countercultural, they caused people’s heads to spin. Even the guards who had been sent to arrest him returned empty-handed saying, “No one ever spoke the way this man does!” (John 7:46)

Jesus’ words continue to be powerful today. Sometimes when we read or hear the words of Jesus, we, too, might be apprehensive. We worry about what they will require of us. Jesus’ words call us to a way of life that is counter-cultural and counter-intuitive. Yet, for those who take hold of his words and live by them, life will never be the same. (“...rivers of living water will flow from within them…” -John 7:38).

As we hear and read the words of Jesus, may our prayers echo Mary’s anticipation: “May your word to me be fulfilled.”
Turn the Page: “Turn the Page” by approaching Jesus’ teachings with anticipation, allowing him to transform your life!

Docent Requests:
· Commentary on Luke 1:26-38, John 7:37-46
· What is the significance and concept of “word” in the OT/NT 
· Is there anything in Isaiah 55:11 that might be helpful? 
· People in exile, walking into a future. 
· How does the “word” of God move us? 
· What are the things that drive our apprehension? 
· Humorous/modern examples of the big idea. 
· What is the deeper narrative in these well-known Christmas stories?
· What hints are in this narrative that point to OT patriarchal texts?
· Psychological study regarding two ends of the risk spectrum. 




WEEK 10 |  DECEMBER 23 | FROM LEAST TO LOVED

Scripture: Luke 2:8-20, John 13:23

MESSAGE BIG IDEA
 “Turn the Page” by embracing your identity as the one Jesus loves.

BIBLE OVERVIEW: THE GOSPELS

KEY CHRISTMAS STORY: THE SHEPHERDS

8 And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at night. 9 An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10 But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the people.11 Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord. 12 This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.” 13 Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and saying,
14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.” 15 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about.” 16 So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in the manger. 17 When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning what had been told them about this child, 18 and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds said to them. 19 But Mary treasured up all these things and pondered them in her heart. 20 The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things they had heard and seen, which were just as they had been told. -Luke 2:8-20

One of them, the disciple whom Jesus loved, was reclining next to him. -John 13:23

MESSAGE DESCRIPTION
We’ve already seen how people were drawn to Jesus because of the things he did (Week 8) and the words he spoke (Week 9). The third thing that drew people to Jesus was the way he loved. Many, who considered themselves the least in first century Palestine, were overwhelmed by the goodness they encountered in the heart of Jesus.

Right from the start, when Jesus is born, we see God elevating the forgotten. Angels come to announce the birth to shepherds, not kings. Those who were treated as “the least,” discover they are “the loved.”

Jesus life is full of stories of how he loved people. John, considered one of Jesus’ closest friends, records many of these stories.

Jesus loved a woman at a well who had been rejected by 5 other men (John 4).
Jesus loved an invalid who everyone else had been unwilling to help (John 5).
Jesus loved a woman caught in adultery who everyone else wanted to shame for her sins (John 8).
Jesus loved a blind man who had been blamed for his own condition (John 9).

In his Gospel, John refers to himself as “the one Jesus loved.” Was this designation something reserved for this special friend of Jesus? Or is it that when you come to know Jesus the way John knew Jesus, you begin to understand your identity first and foremost as “the one Jesus loved.”

So many of us don’t feel loved. We can feel more like “the least.” Our longing for love can take us down all kinds of paths...some of them destructive.

But we are already loved more than we could ever imagine! 

This Christmas, as we encounter Jesus, may we begin to see ourselves as “the one Jesus loves.” This is the core truth of our identity. This is the message of Christmas.

Turn the Page: “Turn the Page” by embracing your identity as the one Jesus loves.

DOCENT REQUESTS:
· Commentary Luke 2:8-20.
· Theophilus insight?  
· Insights from theologians / spiritual writers on the phrase “the one Jesus loved.” What did it mean to John? What does it mean for us?
· Humorous/modern examples of the big idea.
· What are the things that often determine how we identify someone (even ourselves) as “least.”
· How do we understand Luke as a Gospel for the marginalized? 
· Other points within Luke’s Gospel that point to this? 





WEEK 11 | DECEMBER 30 | FROM ME TO MISSION

Scripture: Acts 1:8-11, Acts 2 (focus on 1-12 and 42:47), John 14:16-20

MESSAGE BIG IDEA
 “Turn the Page” by letting every aspect of your life reflect the Jesus mission.

BIBLE OVERVIEW
The Letters (Acts - Revelation) - The Church, The Great Commission, Peter, Paul, Revelation

KEY STORY: PENTECOST AND THE EARLY CHURCH

8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”
9 After he said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid him from their sight. 10 They were looking intently up into the sky as he was going, when suddenly two men dressed in white stood beside them. 11 “Men of Galilee,” they said, “why do you stand here looking into the sky? This same Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will come back in the same way you have seen him go into heaven.” -Acts 1:8-11

When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. 2 Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole house where they were sitting. 3 They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each of them. 4 All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them. 5 Now there were staying in Jerusalem God-fearing Jews from every nation under heaven. 6 When they heard this sound, a crowd came together in bewilderment, because each one heard their own language being spoken. 7 Utterly amazed, they asked: “Aren’t all these who are speaking Galileans? 8 Then how is it that each of us hears them in our native language? 9 Parthians, Medes and Elamites; residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 10 Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya near Cyrene; visitors from Rome 11 (both Jews and converts to Judaism); Cretans and Arabs—we hear them declaring the wonders of God in our own tongues!” 12 Amazed and perplexed, they asked one another, “What does this mean?” -Acts 2:1-12

42 They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer. 43 Everyone was filled with awe at the many wonders and signs performed by the apostles. 44 All the believers were together and had everything in common. 45 They sold property and possessions to give to anyone who had need. 46 Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, 47 praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved. -Acts 2:42-47

16 And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another advocate to help you and be with you forever— 17 the Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept him, because it neither sees him nor knows him. But you know him, for he lives with you and will be in you. 18 I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you. 19 Before long, the world will not see me anymore, but you will see me. Because I live, you also will live. 20 On that day you will realize that I am in my Father, and you are in me, and I am in you. -John 14:16-20

MESSAGE DESCRIPTION
The Gospels tell the story of Jesus life, death, and resurrection. As we turn the page to remainder of the New Testament, Jesus commissions his disciples to carry his mission forward to the ends of the earth and then returns to his Father in heaven. What now? Where does the story go from here?

Near the end of his time on earth, Jesus promised that when he went away, he would send the Holy Spirit (John 14:16-20). The Holy Spirit is the presence of God living with Christ-followers and within them.

The disciples are meeting together, all in one place, when the promised Holy Spirit comes! Immediately, they begin to carry out the Jesus mission of helping people find their way back to God!

Through the Spirit, people from all over the earth are able to hear the message about Jesus in their own native tongues. Peter steps up and preaches the Good News about Jesus and 3000 people become Christ-followers and are baptized that day.

As we come to the end of Acts chapter 2, we see that the church is born! This new community of Christ-followers begins meeting together to Celebrate, Connect, and Contribute! In the past their lives were oriented around themselves…

They were fishermen focused on working for a living.
They were tax collectors out for themselves.
Some, as the stories in Acts will show, even started out set on destroying this new community before becoming followers of Jesus themselves.

Through the transforming work of the Holy Spirit among them and within them, they begin to reorient everything in their lives around the Jesus Mission. They knew that this community was formed, not for itself, but for the world. They are now the people of God sent to carry the mission of Jesus forward until he comes again.

The rest of the New Testament tells the story of this early church and the very first Christ-followers through a series of letters and a closing revelation. 

For now, as we turn the page, the story continues with us… Will we carry the story of God and his people forward by reorienting our lives around the Jesus Mission until he comes again?

Turn the Page: “Turn the Page” by reorienting everything in your life around the Jesus Mission.

Docent Requests:
· Commentary on Acts 1:8-11, Acts 2 (focus on 1-12 and 42-47).
· What were the things that originally identified the mission?
· “World Upside Down” - Kavin Row
· How do we understand that mission is not something we add to life but life itself?  
· How do we help people grab ahold of where their story is heading? 
· Practically suggestions for how we live this out in the next year? 
· Illustration and response 
· Reframe early mission to present day. 
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